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1 
Honoured and Ingenious FRIEND 


r. GEORGE SHELLET, 
Writing-Maſter 


f CHRIST-HOSPITAL, in LONDON. 
8 IR, 


Cannot diſſemble the Secret Satisfaction I received from the Sight of 
your now-finiſhed Large Cor y-Boo x, through which a rich Vein of 
Aker and IN DUS YR u diffuſeth itſelf. 


I congratulate You and the Publick thereupon. 


Nothing leſs than a Governing Principle of publick Spiritedneſs, could 
it you upon, and carry you through theſe voluntary Toils for the Good of others, con- 
lering che Fatigues you muſt undergo in the Diſcharge of that Eminent Station you ſo 
dmmendably fill in the Hos PIT ATI. 


What I certified in the Fir/ſ# Part of your Book of NATURAL WrrTtixG needs no 
planation in the Second. The Words are their own Interpreters. Nor am I of fo Verſatile 
Humour as to recede from them. But add, That whatever is Approved in the former, is 
proved in the latter. | n 


To You, my Friend, I Dedicate the encloſed Epitome of-my Reading and Thoughts 
the Origin, Uſe, and Improvement of WR1T1NG, Cc. 


'x and Publiſh, as a Mark of that Eſteem I have for you; Who am, without Com- 
ment, 


Your Real Friend, and Servant, 


Which I defire you would Ac- 
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THE 


Art of WRITING] 


Conſidered, as to it's 


Origin, Uſe, and Improvements; 


A E 8 SA. 


e D eee eee eee 
By ROBERT MORE. WRITING-MAs TER. 


CCC GIGI IOC INOGIEEEIEGCCORCOESOCOTEGT 
WRITING Defined. 


are of our Thoughts, 
Holder obſerves, That Writing is Language in Counterfeit ; For whereas Language origi- 


ords that are pronounced. 


what we Speak, and Speaking what we IVr:te. 


Of LETTERS. 


9 * / . * . . 
A Letter therefore is a Mark in Writing, denoting the various Motions or Poſitions of the Inſtruments of- 


Speech, either in producing or ending Sounds, 


The Zetters by the Hebrews are termed 0 TH IOTH (i. e.) Signa Signorum, for Letters are the Signs of 


Words, as Words are the Signs of Things. So Jfdere calls em, Signa Verborum, Indices Rerum. The Greeks 
expreſs themſelves herein by ayuda, o/ uu (i. e.) Signa, but moſt properly by yezuuale (i. e.) Lineature, and 
thence Litere, 4 Lineando, being formed of Lines, and ſignify the Mark on the Paper. 

The Formation of theſe Marks or Lines are indeed a Part of Grammar. 


Attributum Literarum FORMAS LINEARE. a 


Number of LETTERS. 


The ENGLISH uſe 26 of theſe Characters, which are ſufficient for all the Languages that ever were or 


can be, Adr. Metius Arithmet. Lib. I. Pag. 12. ſays, That from the various Combination of 24 Letters only 
and none of them twice r e there will ariſe 33.1 12.93 2.5 54.8 84.976.640. 0 Changes, But whoever 


——_ 
. — — — — 2333 — 
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RITING is ſuch a Repreſentation of our Words (but more permanent) as our Words 


nally and properly is that of the Tongue, directed to the Ear by Speaking, Wrinen Lan- 
S 95785 is tralatitiouſiy ſo called, becauſe it repreſents to the Eye the ſame Letters and 


8 By theſe the Tongue and Pen do mutually correſpond and aſſiſt each other. Vriting 


The Reverend Dr. BU SBY ſays, 
Reftam Literulis facit Orthocpœa Figuram, And Marcian Lib. III. introduceth Grammar thus ſpeaking, Miki * 


will be at the trouble of making « more exact Calculation (as I have done) will find em 620.569. 841.733.239. 
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The WONDERFULNESS of this ART. 


What a Miracle this Art of Writing did ſeem at its firſt Invention, we may gueſs by the late diſcover'd Ameri- 
cans, who were amazed to ſee Men conyerſe with Books, and could ſcarce believe a Paper ſhould ſpeak. Eſpecially 
when after all their liſtening to any Writing (as their Cuſtom was) they could never perceive any Sound to proceed 
from it. There's a pretty Relation to this Purpoſe, (written by Zed. Richeom. quoted by Herm. Huge, in his Pre- 
face, and tranſlated by Bp. Wilkins) of an Indian Slave, “ Who being ſent by his Maſter with a Basket of Figs and a 
«Letter, did by the Way eat up a great Part of his Carriage, conveying the Remainder to the Perſon to whom 
cc he was directed, who when he had read the Letter, and not finding the Quantity of Figs there ſpoken of, he accu- 
ce ſes the Slave of eating them, telling him what the Letter fajd againit him. But the indian did confidently abjure 
ce the Fact, curſing the Paper as a lying Witneſs, After this, being ſent again with the like Carriage, and the Letter 
« expreſſing the Number of Figs to be deliver'd, he did again devour Part of them by the Way; but before he med- 
c led with any (to prevent all Accuſation) he firſt took the Letter and hid that under a great Stone, afſuring himſelf, 
«© that if it did not ſee him eat the Figs it could never tell of him; but being now more ſtrongly accuſed than before, he 
<« confeſſed the Fault, admiring the Divinity of the Paper,” Such ſtrange Conceits did thoſe wilder Nations entertain 


of this Excellent Invention. ö 
Of the Origin of WRITING. 


H. C. Agrippa, Cap. ii, ſaith, That Letters themſclyes, Which are the Elements and Materials of all Arts, yet are nat 
able to make good the Antiquity of their firſt Original. And Herm. Hugo, Cap. iii. Pag. 40. complains, That the Re- 
pugnant Opinions, and Multiplied Altercations of Writers on this Subje& have perplexed the Enquiry, And yet theſe 
Digladiators in Hiſtory quarrel about the Name, while they agree as to the Place and Pedple- intended, 

The Deſcendants from Adam by Seth, Noah, &c. were: afterwards called Hebrews. Naw from Adaw to Maß they 
had no particular Name as a People, but were diſperſed over the whole Earth, and uſed the ſame Idiom with Cain and 
his Poſterity, Gen. ii. v. 1. The whole Earth was of one Language and one Speech; and from Noah to Heber (67 Years 
from the Flood) they did. ſo continue. From Heber they were called Hebrews, till Jacob was called Iſrael, and his Po- 
ſterity Iſraelites, Now this very People by Writers are called Aſſyrians, Syrians, Phienicians, &c. from the Places they 


inhabited, ſay Poſtell. ad Card; Car. Annitz. Bibliander, &e, And Scaliper ſays, In Notat. Euſeb, Cananau (i. e. Phanicz- * 


bus) Tempore Abrahami Ling ua Hebraica fuit in uſu. Theſe Hebrews retained their proper Idiom, even aſter the Babel 
Contuſion; tho' perhaps they might change their Letters for thoſe we have from Eſdras, as thinks St. Jerome. 

This granted, tis certain the firſt Letters were Hebrew. Pliny ſays, Literas arbitror ſemper fuiſſe Aria (i. e. He- 
brew, as I noted before) and Pol. well obſerves on him, Lib. V. C. vi. That Syrza was alſo called Aſhria, Phænicia, 
Paleſtine, Judæa, &c. as it was contiguous to ſuch or ſuch Place or People. 

Eupolemus, Euſebius, &c. honour Moſes with the firſt Invention: But Job lived before him, and he Ch, xix. diſcovers 
his Knowledge of Letters. Philo attributes it to Abraham; Opmerius, &c. to Enoch the Son of Seth, Bibliander to 
Adam. Ang. Rocca de Camer. Comment. in Bibl. Vat. ſays, That in the Vatican Library, Adam is painted; and over his 
Head, the Antique Hebrew Letters: At his Feet this Inſcription z; Adam (inſpired by God) was the firſt Inventor of 
Sciences and Letters, and did (preformare) form thoſe Characters before others, as the Word ſignities, 

I conclude-this Subject (which may ſeem tedious to thoſe that have no Taſte of Hiſtorical Learning) with a ſhort 
Narration from Foſephus, Lib. I. C. iii.“ The Children of Seth, the Son of Adam, having invented Aſtrology, and 
« divers other Sciences; being told by Adam, that the World would undergo a twofold Deſtruction, one by a great 
* Flood, the other by Fire. They erected two great Columns, the one of Brick the other of Stone, and wrote the 
„ Precepts of the. Arts they had invented on each of them, hoping that although That of 1Bzick ſhould not be able 
« to reſiſt the Rapidity and Violence of the Waters; yet at leaſt, That of Stone might preſerve the Memory of 
« their Arts to Poſterity, by what was written upon it.“ He further adds, That the Stone-Pillar remained till 
* his Days in Syrea. | | 

There is an Opinton, which hath of late obtained (but for which I cannot find a tolerable Authority) viz. That 
Fobi, the firit King of the Chineſe, who lived 1450 Years before Moſes, 500 before Menes, the firſt King ot Egypt, 
and 2950 before Chriſt, was the firſt Inventor of Writing : And wrote in their Language a Book called Tekim, which 


is the oldeſt in the World. 
Of the FORMATION of LETTERS. 


The Hebrew are compoſed of the Letter Jed. The Greeks, Latines, &c. of Lines multi form. 


Of the ſeveral WAYS of WRITING. 


The Hebrews write from Right to Left. Others from Left to Right, as the Europeans generally, ſome from Top to 
Bottom, Cc. H. Hugo Lib. VIII. p. 76. gives a Specimen of 24 ways of carry ing the Lines. 


Of Inſiruments uſed by the ANCTENT'S. 


* At firſt they wrote with an Iron Style (mentioned Job xix.) on Stone or Tile, They made one of Bone to write on 
ax, The Arithmeticians uſed one of Stone, on Slate or Shingle. On Glaſs they wrote with Adamant. But the moſt 
Common Way was on the Rhinds or » Barks of Trees, and in Tables or Leafs of Wood. Calami were Reeds. or hard 


| Raſhes, growing near Memphis and Mie. What they called Papyrus, was a kind of Reed growing in the Marſte: g 
Egypt, called Papyrus Nilotica, of a ſtringy filamental Subſtance : This Philadelphus King of Egypt contrived in a Gun 
wy Water, and dried in the Sun, which afterwards divided into Sheets, were called Papyri from the Reed, 


CHINESE and FAPANOIS. 


The Chineſe and 1 make their Paper of the inward Bark of Bamboos, and write with an hair Pencil, from to 
to bottom, and from Right to Left, miraculouſly faft : Their Ink is made of Lamp-Black and the Fat of Swine, 


„ 


Of SHORT-HAND. 


Shozt-Yand is of great Antiquity, The Ancients wrote it, either, 1/t, By Marks or Signs. The firſt Inventic 
whereot is aſcribed by Euſebius, to Tyro, Servant of Cicero, But 'tis plain Cicero practiſed it himſelf, from his Fp. al 
Artic, Lib. XIII. Ep. 32. Quod ad te de Legatis ſcripſi, parum credo intallexiſti, quia Sia: ovpcioy ſcripſi. Pet. Diacom 
attributes it to Ennis, whole beginnings of this kind did receive ſucceflive Additions from Seneca the Father and others 
Hugo, C. xviii, aſhrms, That Davidalladesto this, in Pſal. xlv. 1. and that the Writing on the Wall, in Daniel v. 25 
which ſo puzzled the Chaldean Wizards, was in ſuch Characters. 2ly, By making the firit Letters of a Word ſtand for 
Word, as &. F. 2. R. for Senatum, Pepelumqgue Romanum, which the Hebrews term Raſcbez Theboth, or 3dly, by Hier 

lyphicks or Emblems, as by a Serpent, with bis Tail in his Month, they intended the Tear, which returns into itſe 
mblems were 1ſt Natural, as grounded on ſome Re ſemblanco in the Property or Eſſence of the Things themſelves; Th 
a young Stork carrying the Old one, ſigniſies Filial Gratitude, &c, or 2dly Hiſtorical, as Phaeton denotes the F 


| Raſhnejs, &c. 


The Characters of Numbers, the Romaw Way by Letters, or the Barbarian by Figures, are known univerſally : Soth 
Marks of Aſtronomers tor the Planets, &c, and of Chris for Minerals, as A for Salt Ammoniack, and Muſical Note 
are generally the ſame. I conclude this Head in Honour of Great Britain, with what an Eminent French Author faith 
viz. C'eſt en quoi la Nation Angloiſe excelle par deſſus les Autres. & bien que ſuivant cette Nouvelle Maniere d'ecrire, la Flum 
peut aiſement ſuivre les paroles d'une perſonne qui parle ſans Precipitation, 


ARITTHMETICX. 


Pliny Lib. V. and Strabo XVII. ſay, That the Inundation of the Nile, gave the firſt Hint of Arithmetick and Geome 
try to the Foyprians: For by keeping Meaſurement of the Riſe and Fall thereof, and obſerving the Times of its Return, 
they gueſſed at the Fruitſulneſs or Sterility of the Approaching Seaſons: Foſeph. 1 Antiq. attributes the firſt Invention 
hereof to Abrabam. I have already taken notice of the Sons of Seth's Pillars, and will only obſerve to my Reader, that 
Gen, iv. 21. Jubal is on Record for the firſt Maſter of Mutck and Mufcal Initruments, which without the Knowledge of 
Numbers he could not have been. 


Of PRINTING. 


I intended to have ſuperadded Something here of the Invention of Pzinting. But for that, I recommend the Curious 
to an Eſſay of Mr, John Bagford's, publiſled in the 7hilojcphical Tranſaitions, N* 310, page 2393. 
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READER, 


=1ITHERTO have treated of the Rough Diamond, now of that Diamond Poliſhed. 

If the Invention of Writing be {o Wonderful, and the Uje and Ends of it ſo Extenſiue: IJ hen how much 
art thou beholden to thoſe brave Spirits whole Genius led them to ſcatter Roſes in thy Way, and make 
the Paths of Science pleaſant to thee ? ; 5 1 

With what Brevity I can, I will do Juſtice to ſome of their Memories, and defeat the Expectationso 
ſuch as would have me Partial. As I pay Reverence to the Reputation of all Men, I will not, in favout 


of any, - proſtitute mine own. 


Firſt, and before the Reſt, ſtands the Immortal V EL DE, whoſe very Faults, (if any) I know not the Man that hath 
Ability to Copy. We have a MS. of his in England, but Imperfet, The P, (a curious ſprigg d Letter) being unfor- 
tunately loſt, Then the Beautiful and Correct MATEROT, bold RoELAND, neat BEAUGRAND; with L1MOSIN, 
Duval, BAkBEDOR, SENAULT, the Judicious ALALS, cum multis aliis Tranſmarints, 


"Iſs 


* 


That none of our Country-Men appeared ſo early in the Field of Writing, Vonder not Reader ; ſince the Uſe of the 
Rolling-Preſs was unknown in England, till Introduced from Antwerp by Mr. John Speed in the Reign of King James I. 

Yet Mr. P. Bale in Queen Elizabeth's Time, publiſhed his Ulziting⸗School⸗Maſter at the Letter-Preſs, and Hit, 
with Mr, Martin's Pieces, made Part of a Copy-Book Engraven beyond Sea by Hondius : One of which, with many va. 
luable Fragments of Mr, Bale's Hand⸗Mziting in it, I have in my Collection. | | 

About 1616, Mr. Gething, Mr, Job Davis of Hereford, and Mr. Billingſley, publiſhed their Copy-Books with general 
Applauſe, and in 1622, Mr. David Brown of Edinburgh, (a Learned Man, and great Artiſt, ) Printed his Calligraphia at 
the Letter Preſs, with Blanks for Examples, which he and his Clerks filled up: This be Dedicated to King James I, 
whoſe Scribe he ſubſcribes himſelf, SY 

Afterwards the Spirit of Penmanſhip diffaſed itſelf through the Works of Goodyeare, Gery and others, with-Uniyerſal 
Approbation. 

The Art of Writing continued in a Flouriſhing Condition till the Death of that great Ornament of it, Mr. THOMAS 
FA ILE, who could not be perſuaded to Publiſh, He was a Gentleman of bright Parts, had a peculiar Talent. What 
Mr. WAI IL E R was in Poetry, ſuch was Mr. FA ITL A in Penmanſhip, 

About which Time, Mr. Cocker, a good Engraver, but too general an Undertaker, commenced Author: He quickly 
jet in an Tnundation of Copy-Books, and was followed by others, who for filthy Lucre propagated the foul Prank of Pyracy : 
And ſuch was the then Incontinency of Scribbling, that the very Engravers and Stationers, Cc. ſet themſelves up for 
Authors; and the Rolling-Preſs groaned under a Superfetation of ſuch Books, as had almoſt rendered the Art Con- 
temptible. 

The Late Coll. AyvRES, (whoſe Maſter was the fam'd Mr. Torna) gave the firſt Check to this Exorbitant Spirit of 
Scripturiency, and by the Aſliſtance of the Ingenious Mr. Joux STURT Engraver, ſtill living, carried the Glory of 
Engliſh Penmanſhip, far beyond his Predeceſſors. Nor is it a Diminution of our Characters who ſucceed him, That there- 
in the Collonel was the common Father of us all, His Works praiſe him. 

Contemporary with the Collonel were Mr. EILEAZAR W1G GAN famous for his unrival'd Boldneſs and Volubi- 
lity in Command of Hand; as alſo Mr. [JouNn SEDDON Maſter of a fruittul Invention and admirable Freedom. 
Mr. PETER STORE yan Univerſal Artiſt, | but particularly Eminent for his Manly and Beautiful Di ſpoſition of large 
and elaborate Pieces. I will not here omit the DUNDASSE's (Father and Son, ) fo noted for Writing molt correctly in 
Miniature and ſmall Compals. | 
Here would I gladly engage my Pen in Honour of thoſe many Artiſts that are the Ornaments of our Day. Who 
ſanding on the Shoulders of their Predeceſſors, have manifeſtly made ſome farther Diſcoveries. But I am Conſcious of 
the Diffculties attending ſuch an Enterprize, well knowing, that Mode ſie & circumſpeto Judicio de tantis Viris +43 pang 
andum ei. Yet promiſe my Reader that if their Works or Characters become the Subject of a Second Part of this Trea- 
tile, I ſhall diſcharge myſelf therein with the utmolt Sincerity and Impartiality, Art with me is of no Party. I 
with I might animate their united Lahours. A noble Emulation among them I would cheriſh, provided it proceeded not 
from, or to Malevolence. Bale had his Johnſon, Norman his Maſen, and 4 his &. , yet Art all the while 
was no Safferer, If any buſie Body would officiouſly employ himſelf in creating Miſunderſtandings between Artiſts, they 
ſhould look upon ſuch an one as a Tirn-Stile, ſtanding in every Man's way, and hindering No- body. 


Of the Uſefulneſs of WRITING. 


Everal Authors have ſo largely dilated on this Subject, that I ſhall not enlarge upon it here. It is the TLiſe and Sou 

of Commerce and Correſpondence ; By it we manage our Affairs at the greateſl Diſlance, with the greateſl Secrecy, It 
s the Meſſenger of the Thoughts, and the Key to Arts and Sciences. Speaking is only Fecal Thoug bt 4 Thinking is bur ſilent Speech, 
Writing is the Image or Charatter of them both, It is 


A Speech beard by the Deaf, ſpoke by the Dumb, 
/ Whoſe Eccho reaches long long Time to come, 
Which dead Men ſpeak, as well as thoſe alive. 


So Monſieur de Brefbeuf in his Tranſlation of Lucan. 


C'eſt de Luy que nous vient cet Art ingenieux 
De peindre la Parole, & de parler aux Yeux ; 
Et par les Traits divers de Figures tractes, 

Donner de la Couleur & de Þ Ame aux Penſces. 


Which take thus in the Engliſh, 
Hence did the wondrous Myſtic Art ariſe, 
Of painting Speech, and ſpeaking to the Eyes; 
Thus we by tracing Magick Lines are taught, 


— 
; 


ERNIE OI ICICI AI RAE NLO 


O W Reader I take my leave of thee for the preſent, with ſome few collected 


UWziting is of that Efficacious Virtue, as to make itſelf Intelligible to all the Powers and Faculties of the Soul : 
withſtanding its being mute and void of Motion, It deriveth its Origin f noms Þ 1 
perfected by Exerciſe, Ain from the imagination; is executed by the Hand and 


To tue Framing a truly good Hand, there muſt conſpire a Regular Form in Connexion 
Bigneſs and Continuation, , 


An Artiſt's Hand performs promptly what the Imagination preſents to it. 
All Debauches or violent Exerciſes dull the Imagination, benumn the Fingers, and debilitate their Aion, 
Art never produces Effects ſo happy, as when it works upon a Pregnant Difpolition, | 
Frequent Exerciſe may attord Order and Continuation to a Hand, but neither a regular Form, nor a proper Connexion 
| without Precepts. 7 

Though a Man may arrive at Perſection herein without being a Philoſopher, yet there is great need of good Conception 
n > ea age Figures, the Changes of Situation, and the Number of Motions that form them, 
| mag ination, ior Repreſenting them to ones ſelt in their Beauty. Of Judgment, in placing them à pre of - 
tion, Lo improve on the Antique, En Fin, . l Nn 


Maxims and Obſervations, viz. 


Inclination, Heighth, Breadth, 


La Belle Ecriture demande un Eſprit Gay pour ſon Execution, 


There are Abundance of Difficulties in well forming and finiſhing a Letter, The too hard lean; | 1 

Writing takes from the Freedom of the Writer, The more or es T ouch of the Nib of _ ay obey Fs of the 

| Thumb or Fingers alters the Stroke. The more or leſs Inclination of the Hand, renders the Stroke quite different, 
The quick or flow Motion of the Fingers or the Arm, enlivens or makes a Figure faint. The Pen too hard or too ſoft, or 
not fitted to the Hand, interrupts the Spirit and Power of the Action. The Ink too fluid or too thick. The Seat too 
high or too low. The falſe Light, or the Light too great, and a Thouſand other Impediments, are ſo many Rubs in the 
Way oft Dexterity. 

As for the Cure or Change of ill Habits, there can be no Tine limited. So it is a Work of Time to beget in a 
Learner a good one, Perfection in Writing is attainable only by good Copies, a True Method, and a Reaſonable Time for 
Practice. Whoever pretends to the contrary, does but practiſe upon the Weakneſs and Credulit y of his Employers, Habits 
are acquired by Repeated Ads, even the molt Abſolute Maſters (without continual Practice and Exerciſe) will find a ſenſible 
Decay ot their Faculties. 

The Ornamental Part of Writing, where it muſt, (as in ſome Caſes it muſt) be Artificially performed z let it be done judi- 
cioully, and comtormably to Nature: For then does Axt appear perſect, when ſhe can ſcarce be diſtinguiſhed from Nature 
itſelt; as Nature is ever happy becauſe ſhe always carries an hidden Art in her own Boſom. This was the late Mr. SEFDpON's 


firit diſtinguiſhing Talent; all whoſe Flouriſh'd Pieces are in the Hands of my Ingenious and eſteemed good Friend 
Mr, JosEFun ALLEINE, Writing-Maſter in Coleman-Street, London, | 


From the Golden-Pen 7» Caſtle. 
Street, near the Queen's Mews, 
Auguſt 3. 1714. 
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How to Embody and to Colour Thought. 
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PRE FAO E-. 


give the publick this brief Account. In Performing of the Round. Hand Pieces, I 
have given as great a Slant and Inclination, as I have found in any Writing yet 
publiſhed ; and I hope it will be the better received upon that account, ſince it 
is nearly the ſame with that, which Clerks and Men of Buſineſs, who are in the 
frequent Exerciſe of the Pen, do generally fall into; and is moſt conſonant to the natural Motion 
of the Hand in Writing. | : 

The Peruſal of the whole, I hope, will ſufficiently teſtifie for me, that I have neither been 
ſparing of my Labour nor my Expences, to enrich this Book with the greateſt Variety of ſolid 
and uſeful Pieces, in many of which are contained thirty or forty Lines of Writing, of ſeveral 
Sizes ; which gives the Learner the Advantage of picking and chooſing what is fitteſt for his Purpoſe, 
or what may beſt ſuit with his peculiar Fancy and Genius. 

What 1 have added here, for the greater Beauty and Ornament of this Work, that I cannot fo 
properly call my own, I ſhall now freely acquaint the World, that I may neither diminiſh from 
the Value of my Ingenious Friends, nor arrogate that to mylelf, of which I have not been the 
Sole Inventor or Performer. The ſeveral Octagon, in Plate 20, were the Deſign of my worthy Maſter, 
Mr. Joux Suu, Which Compartments I have filled with different Hands of my own Writing ; 
and although this is deſign'd with the Pencil after the old Manner, yet there being no Plate in the 
Book of the ſame Nature, I hope it may afford ſome pleaſing Variety to the curious Eye. The Capital 
D, in Plate 25, which is not inferiour to any publiſhed in Great Britain, was deſign'd by our 
Excellent Engraver Mr. BI RAM; as allo the laſt Leaf of Fancy in Imitation of mine, in my 
former Book of JNatural Writing. And I hope this Liberty of publiſhing, cannot be eſteemed 
any Detriment, but rather an additional Grace to the Book, and conſiſtent with my Reputation, 
ſince I do not in the leaſt grudge the firſt Authors, their due Encomiums on their Performances. 

Whether or no 1 have by theſe my Labours contributed to . the Advancement of a free and 
genteel Way of CAriting, I ſhall leave co the Determination of the Fudicious, and willingly ſtand 
or fall by the Cenſure of the truly knowing. For as they are moſt ſenſible how great Difficulty there 
is in correctly preparing ſuch a Quantity of Writing; fo they can beſt allow for thoſe Beauties, 
which may have ſlipt the Pen and Graver: And granting all ſuch Accidents ſhould need an Apology, 


it would not become me to make one; ſince that were to diſtruſt their Generoſity to him, who does 


his beſt Endeavour to oblige them. 


As for the malicious Reflect ions, that either have been already made upon my former Publications, 
or ſhall be hereafter put upon this by envious and vain-glorious Spirits, I muſt tell the World, I 
am ſorry for their Misfortune : They are not ſo much the Objects of my Indignation, as of my Pity 
and Brotherly Commiſeration of their Infirmicies. They are certainly the moſt unhappy of all Hu- 
man Race, that can ſee no Excellence in any but themſelves, and to whom all the good and valu- 


rn J 


able Qualification of their Felow-Creatures are odious and offenſive. To gain the Favour and App 


able 
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bation of theſe, the beſt Way is to perform nothing Valuable; but when any thing that is 4% 
and as good or better than their own, appears likely to gain Admiration and Applanſ: "tis imme. 
diately and . rrp cry'd down by theſe Eneraſſers of Reputation, that would have none of the 
Profeſſion in Eſtimation but themſelves. I could propoſe a more plauſible Way for theſe bu/z D. 
tractors to gain their Ends, if the Tormenting Spirit of Envy has not render'd 'em incorrigihly 
and ſet them above good and wholeſome Advice. Let a Man learn to entertain a leſs Value ſy 
himſelf, and hereby he will enlarge his Eſteem of others, and that will not fail of creating theirg 
for him. He that is not intemperately fond of his own Praiſe, may be able wich Pleaſure to allow: 
tolerable Share of it to others; and if he defires his own Performances to be more taken notice of, ly 
him be ſure to admire them leſs bimſelf; for by his Invidious Objections, he does but inlinuat, 
that the Works of others are better than his own, 

But ſince there is no Defence againſt Reproach but Obſcurity, and the Itch of being abuſive i 
almoſt inſeparable from Vain-glory, it is a Folly for any Author to think to eſcape it; and there 
fore whatever Reflections have been, or ſhall be made out of a Capricious Humour, againſt wha 
I have Publiſhed, I ſhall think it a Weakneſs to be affected with it; ſince I value mylelf more; 
I am uſeful, than on any other Conſiderations; and hope I can ſay this of myſelt, That as I nere 
was pleaſed with any Flattery, nor cared for any Praiſes I did not deſerve ; ſo I ſcorn to be move 
at any unjuſt Reproaches, or troubled at any Malicious Defamation. 


GEORGE SHELLEY 


)))) 
PP 


4 * 


Tie INTRODUCTION 


=1 Shall not here oy any thing of the Uſefulneſs and Excellency of Tllriting, as it aſſiſts the Voice and Me 
My mory ; ſince Mr. Mok has amply done that in his Efſay 3 but acquaint the Reader, that to mike th 
Book more Methodical and generally Uſeful, I have divided it into Four Parts, viz. 


The Firſt foz ſuch as cannot w2ite. 


Wherein is contained not only the Initial and Fundamental Letters, but alſo the ſeveral Breaks and Part 
of Letters, which I hope is ſufficient to prevent any one's objeting that this Book is too great, and above the Reach and 
Capacity of young Pratitioners ; therefore that it may be truly uſeful to ſuch, I ſhall endeayour to give ſome neceliar 
Directions very proper for ſuch Beginners, by ſhewing them in the following Manner, viz: | 


I. How. to hold the PEN. 


It muſt be held with the hollow of the Pen directly downward, and that between the Fore-finger and the End, not th 
Ball of the Thumb, reſting on the End of the Middle-finger ; the Joint of your Thumb extending outwards, ſo that th 
Tip of your Thumb will be near as much higher than your Fore-finger, as the End of your Fore- finger is above the End 0 
your Middle-finger, your Fore- finger lying cloſe on the top of the Pen, and your Middle-finger lying almoſt ſtraight, bu 
all of them ſo, as that you may extend or draw them in at pleaſure ; Next lay your Third-finger over your Little-Hnger in 
ward, and reſt on the End of your Little-finger as you write,obſerving that your Hand lies upright,and falls not towards tht 
back of it, whereby no part of your Hand will touch the Paper but the End of your Little finger and your Wriſt ; whic| 
Polition will give your Hand the greateſt Liberty ina free and ealie Motion, provided you do not graſp your Pen t 
hard ; ſee your Pen is not held too upright nor too ſloping, but let it reſt between the ſecond and third Joint of your Fore 
finger; as for the Diſtance of your Fingers from the Nib of the Pen, it is left to your Liberty, obſerving you do ndl 
hold it ſo near as to ink your Fingers, nor ſo far as to weaken your Command, 


II. Hs 


— 


II. How to fit to Write. 5 


e Room to take notice, whether, or how much is beſt for the Desk to ſlant, but ſhall leave that to your own 
N ood Penman ſhould be able to uſe either: Sec you have a good Light, which is beſt that comes on the 
ft de, and if it be in your Power chooſe a North Light, ſince that is thought the trueſt : Place your Body right forward, 
t not. awry, but ſtraight to the Desk, let your Body be upright with a little bending of your Shoulders; let not your 
vreaſt touch the Desk ; lay the Book or Paper ſtraight before you, place not your Elbow fo as to touch your Side, and 
et not too far out, and ſtay the Book you write on with your Left Hand. N. B. As your Right-Hand lies farther 
n the Book than the Left, ſo extend your Left Leg farther out than your Right, which does, as it were, poiſe the Body; 
old not your Head awry, but at fuch a diſtance from the Paper, as that you may look on your Copy and your Book, 
ithout moving your Head; avoid as much as poſſible all ill Habits in fitting, ſince they are not only inconvenient, but 
ncomely and prejudicial, | 


III. To begin with proper STROKES and Leading LETTERS, end ſo conclude this 


Head with ſome RU LES for Writing in general. 
And firſt for the SMALL LETTERS. 


hat when I ſpeak of the Dependence of Letters, I would be underſtood to mean the plain Round Text Letters, 
a ede and h, Fonſiſt of but ain le Stroke, with which I adviſe the Learner to begin, ſince the Faults are 
more conſpicuous, and the Greatneſs of it will ſtretch his Fingers, and give him more Command. Remember therefore that 
the Round Text, the Strong, and the running Round-Yands, are formed from the ſame Oval, and differ but little 

in Dimenſion. 

n theb "Hands are beſt learn'd by beginning with thoſe Letters whoſe Likeneſs will aſſiſt you to form the reſt ; ſuch 
as the z, e, and the I, which being the moſt ſimple Letters, as conſiſting of the leaſt Parts, are htly termed the Principal 
and Governing Letters; and although they are diltin& Letters in themſelves, yet are they but the Parts of ſome other 
Letters, as the i; is but Part of the , the c of the o, the I of the b, you ought therefore to exerciſe yourſelt in the frequent 
making of theſe, before you proceed to the reſt that ſpring from them; And therefore I advile the Learner to begin 
with the 7, after with the u, which is but the double z, the Tittle excepted ; then endeavour to form the t which is 
but the ? advanced higher (except the croſs Stroke) which ſhould be placed even with the Heighth of an i or ano; then let 
im proceed to the making of an r, after that to an u, which is but the: continued. or carried on, as you may ſee in the 
1 Line of the 4th Plate; Here obſerve that the Turn at the Bottom of an a, direaly anſwers to that at the Top of an u, 
ſo that if ſuch a Stroke was adjoined to the Foot of the =, as that made at the beginning of an u, the n would be the fame 
en placed upſide down: The hair Stroke at the Foot of the n being carried up to the top of it, giving the ſame Whites, 
rames the w, the y is formed from the ;: Vde the firſt Compartment of Plate 6. 


he Addition of a ſmall hair Stroke made with the right Corner of the Nib towards the Right Hand when you begin it, 
hen learn the o, which is but the c continued, as you may ſee in the firſt Line of Plate 4; fo to the a which is made by 
Irawing (ach a Stroke as the 7, down the right ſide of the o, giving the ſame Slant, the d is the ſame with the a, but that 
troke of the # advanced as you may ſee in the 1/7 Line of Plate 4, an oblique Line drawn down the right Side of the 0 
akes the q, the Tail of which turned upwards towards the Right, gives the g; but ſuch a flantipg Line drawn down 
he other, (ide of the o, advanced as high as an J, makes a b, and carried as low as the q, is a p, the x is fram'd of two cs 
evers'd, all which you may ſee in the great Alphabet, Plate 4, and for the Learner's Imitation, I have Collected and Graved 
he Letters that depend an the o, in the 24 Compartment in the 6th Plate. a 

When the Learner is perſect in theſe, let him begin to make the 7, the Foot of which turned up as high as an o, makes 
he b, the I is the {ame as the t, the croſs Stroke excepted, only the Head of it is carried as much higher than the 2, 
the t is higher than the in, or thereabouts, whereby the x is near a mean Heighth between the 7 and the]: Then proceed 
o the h which is made by advancing the firſt Stroke of the » as high as the /: See the 24 Line of the 4th Plate; as for the k, 
he Fand the s, fee the Alphabet of large Letters in the foregoing Plate, and the 3d Compartment of the 6th Plate. 
Now may the Learner endeavour to make all the Letters in their Alphabetick Order, and therefore may make uſe of the 
th Plate, where I have given you all the full Strokes in each Letter, in double Lines, for the Learner to fill up, which may 


rthe Breadth, and Slanting Lines to ſhew the Leaning of each Letter, whereby the Learner cannot well err in his Pro. 
ort ion. 


nd Head of Iuſtruction, viz, 


How to make the CAPITAL or GREAT LETTERS. 


And notwithſtanding theſe when made well, are juſtly deemed to give Liſe and Beauty to a piece of Writing, yet haye 
ey been very much negle&ed, and by ſome wholly omitted. 


nd on, or have a Likeneſs to each other; the firſt Stroke is ſomething like an S, and being contained in more than one 
f of the Alphabet, is a Principal and Leading Stroke, and therefore I adviſe the Learner to write whole Pages of it; 


and gives an L; But if you begin with ſuch a way'd Stroke towards the Leſt, leaving out the cury*d Stroke, | makes a 


Next let the Learner attempt to make the c, and all the Letters formed from it, as the e, which is the ſame, only with 


Mit him in the truer holding of the Pex. Under each Copy, are double Lines, which give the Heighth, Perpendicular Lines 


But before he attempts to Join, it will be requiſite for him to make well the Great Letters, and that brings me to the Se- 


And therefore I have writ the 7th Plate for your better Information concerning them, and have placed them as they de- 


ra cury'd Hair made at the beginning of it, makes an S, to the bottom of which add a wav'd Stroke towards the Right 


; 


——— — — — — 
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Zi a-ſtrong flat Stroke made with the full of the Pen by turning it on the Side on the Head of 
T, and a little Peck or Daſh made about the middle of it towards the Right-Hand, gives zn F; but if you begin with 
a ſmall curv'd Stroke towards the right, on the Top of the Fundamental Stroke, makes it an J, a C put to the / at ſuch a 
Diſtance as the Breadth of another Letter, and conjoined by a hair Stroke makes the 77 3 2 ſmall hair Stroke beginning even 
with, and running Parallel with, and half way of the Depth, and turning in to touch the 7, thence returning almoſt the 
Breadth of a Letter, and falling down to the Lire, makes a K; a ſmall cury'd Stroke placed over the Top, or round the 
Head of this Stroke coming down to the middle of it, makes a P; a ſmall turn'd Stroke like the &r(t part of an X, added 
where you left off the P, makes it a B, but if inſtead of that Stroke, you add a wavy'd Stroke like the laſt Stroke of the K 
makes it an R, where you ſee, that by adding to, and taking away pieces of Strokes, they are made different Letters: a 
circular Stroke * at the Bottom of the fundamental Stroke, and turned round the Head of it, and carried down as 
near the Line as the Depth of the ſmall Letter makes the D, as for the C, O, X, T, and Z, they are the ſame Form and 


Shape with the ſmall Letter, and of late Years the 6, Ml, , N, and W, are likewiſe the 
but in Dimenhon, and ſince the Learner is ſuppoſed to be Perfect in making the ſmall Letters, he muſt be able in ſome tole- 
rable degree to make theſe ; as for the other more ancient Forms of the A, V, M, V, they are very near the ſame, when 
revers'd or placed uplide down, as you may ſee in Plate 7; after which you may proceed to make the Minums, or half join- 
ing, that you find in the 6th Compartment of the 61h Plate; then copy after the $th Plate, where is a whole Alphabet of 


ſingle Line Foyning Copies, of which 1 would adviſe the Learner to write whole Copies of each of them, and fo proceed to 
the gth Plate, that contains ſeveral Sentences of different Sizes or Dimenſions. 


General Rules for WRITING. 


I. Mbſerve, That the Heads of all Letters are of one Heighth, and the Tails of one and the ſame Depth. | 

II. That the Heads and Tails of Letters do not interfere with, or run into one another, and for that Reaſon let the 
Space between the Lines be ſomething more than twice the Heighth of the Head, which will be ſufficient to receive the Tails 
of the firit Line and the Heads of the Second, without. touching or entangling. 

III. That they Lean all one way. | 
IV. That all Leiters are alike with thoſe of the ſame lind, i. e. 
with the (b), Ce. 

V. That all Strokes drawn downwards, 
be ſmall, 


this Stroke, makes it a 


ſame, differing nothing 


that every (a) agrees with the (a), and every (5) 


mult be full, and Strokes carried upward, as alſo croſs or fide Strokes muſt 


The Second Part foz ſuch as can wite tolerably well. 


Tn which they may find for their Imitation, various Forms of Buſineſs, ſuch as Receipts in full and in part, Petitions, 
Bills of Parcels and of Exchange, Superſcriptions, Account of Cath, and Letters of various Subjects, written in the ſet, 
ſmall and running Round-LFands, &c. And to aſſiſt ſuch, I ſhall proceed to ſhew farther, how 


I. To make a good PE N. 


Procure a good Pen-knife, the Blade near one Inch and half long, and about a quarter of an Inch broad 3 let the Edge be 
thin, ſharp, and ſtrong, chooſe a round, hard, and clear Quill, and with the back Edge of your Knife, ſcrape off the Scurf 
or Film from the Pipe, then holding the Quill in your Left Hand, between your Finger and Thumb, reſting it on the End 
of your Middle-finger (with the back downwards ;) Enter your Knife ſloping, a quarter of an Inch from the lower end 
of your Quill : Likewiſe on the back part, but not ſo high as the fore: Then enter the Edge of your Knife a little way in 
the Back without the leaſt Inclination of the Blade one way or other, that the Slit g then with the eg of your 


go not awry ; 
Quill the ſhorter the Slit : If it be 


Pen-knife ſprightly diſcharge the Slit its intended Length, obſerving that the thinner the 
too thick and hard, ſhaye it on the Back, but if too thin and ſoft, harden it in warm Embers (though Age belt mellows 
and meliorates a Q) you may ſtrengthen the Nib alſo by the Shortneſs of it, and the Breadth of 

your 1 4 the Quill's Breadth above the Slit, and ice it off to the End, after which draw it to a P 
trom each of the Sides or Shoulders, turning the Knife outwards, and let each fide anſwer the other 
ving drawn both Sides to a Point at the Slit's end, place the Quill betwixt the fore and Middle- 
part of the Nib hard and and flat on the Left-Hand Thumb Nail 


near the End, and cut off part of the Nib, obſerving to 
let the Penknife fall directly down: In making the Pen, I adviſe the Learner to put the upper part of his Thumb hard 
againſt the Ball of his Left, to avoid cutting his Fingers. 


N. B. When I ſpeak of the right or left Corner of the Nib of the Pen, I 
Hand in uling it, 


the Cheeks ; then enter 
oint, by cutting a piece 
3 then Nib it, . e. ha- 


mean that which is towards the Right or Left- 


II. To write well and Expeditiouſly. 


And here I ſhall preſuppoſe three Thirgs, Firſt, That the Learner is acquainted with, and underſtands well the foreg0- 
ing Rules, relating to the holding of the Pen, the fitting to write, as alſo the Reaſon and Truth of Letters, with 
neral Rules given at the End of the former Si. Secondly, That he is careful to perform according to what he 
Knowledge cannot be any ways Beneficial to the Perſon that has it, if he will not make uſe of it. Thirdly, That he is fre- 
quent in the Exerciſe and Practice of Uiriting, according to his foregoing Knowledge and Care, * which he can 
never attain to any tolerable degree of Bold neſs and Certainty in Ulriting, which a Perſon muſt do before he can write faſt 
and well; it is by Practice your Hand diſcovers your Knowledge in Ulriting; and ſince the Hand is directed by the Head: 


nothing 


the ge- 
knows, ſince 
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finger, preſſing the inner 


Hit, To 
ſuch a Polare as may 


premiſed, obſerve, 
fit eaſe, not awry, either with your Head or Shoulders, but ſtraight forward, without Cringing, or 
create Pain, by drawing or contracting of your Body; graſp not your Pen too hard in your Hand, which will neceſſarily 
create a Tremor as well as Wearineſs, by an irregular beating of the Pulſe ; avoid as much as poſſible too great a Hurry, b 

too much Concern and Impatience; let not your Defire run too faſt for your Hand; but with a Sedateneſs and Eafeneb 
of Temper, let your Fingers move with a conſtant and regular Motion, without any fluttering or needleſs Shakes of Hand; 


xhing but frequent Practice can make the Hand dbelient to its Dire&ion: Theſe Things 


ſhun too great a Preſſure, but lightly touch the Paper; and as you are to keep a regular Motion, ſo you ſhould have an 
equal Poiſe or Weight of Hand, in order to the making of the full and ſmall Strokes of one and the ſame Thickneſs : En- 
deavour in Expeditious Uriting to make every ſingle Letter, whether ſmall or great, at one continued Stroke, without 
taking off the Pen, and for your Practice or Imitation, I have graved in the following Plate an Alphabet of ſuch Capitals as 
run in one continued Thread, having inthem no more Stroke than what will conſtitute the Letter, for in the running Hand 
Letters, all Knots, and needleſs Turn of Stroke is to be avoided, as taking up more Time, and hindering Diſpatch z tor as 
each of the Capitals are ſo formed as to be made at one Stroke, fo they ſhould have no more Strokes than what is neceſſary 
after which you may attempt to make two Letters at once, uniting them ſo, as that they may run eaſily one into another, 
by a fine Thread or wanton hair Stroke, as you may ſee in every Second Capital Letter in the running Alphabet; where 
by the Addition of a Letter or two they become Contractions for certain Words, as agt. for againſt, Bp. for Biſhop, Cr. 
lor Creditor, and Dr. for Debtor, or Doctor, Cc. In which you ſee the Capital and Small Letter conjoyned without taking 
off the Pen. The like muſt be done in Small Letters, where obſerve, that where one Letter ends, you muſt carry on ano- 
ther without taking off the Pen, except when the c, e, o, a, d, g, q, &c. follow Letters of a ſtraight Stroke, as the z and x, 
the » and m, &c. and ſome other few Letters, whoſe Forms are ſuch, as will not kindly admit of the Stroke to be conti- 


nued, as 
is no, ma, nd, ic, td, ec, eg, 
The 105 ders off in Fa ere n e OT ar 
not 


em, am, dn, ci, dt, ce, ge, 
Thus making two Letters at once, you may continue for ſome time, until you have attained a more free and certain 
Command, and then attempt to make three Letters, without taking off your Pen, and when at any time you are obliged 


to take off your Pen, let not the hair Stroke curl or bend Inwards, but run ſtraight, as it were to another Letter, ſo that 
you may catch it up and carry it on, as if it were at firſt continued. 


The Third Part fo2 ſuch as uſe Oꝛnament, as Triting-Maſters, Engravers, 
RN RIGS Painters, &c. | 


Contain'd in which are various Compartments, German Tert Capitals, delightful Fancies 
pleating and imitable Turns of Stroke, and that I may aſſiſt ſuch I ſhall tarther proceed to ſhew, vi. 


I. To fl CAPITAL or GREAT LETTERS. 


Draw (as uſual) a Thread or fine hair Stroke down each ſide of the Body Stoke, to keep the flouriſh'd Strokes 
trom touching the Eſſential Part of the Letter; after which endeavour happily to diſpoſe of a few Strokes about the whole 
3 as to give as near as may be equal Whites; which Strokes, if well and luckily plac'd, may be called the principal 
und leadin 
hair Strokes, which ſhould run aſide of the firſt, ſtill obſerving to fill up all the void Spaces alike, as may be ſeen in the op- 
polite Plate, where for better Information, I have grav'd ſome Capital Letters with the leading and governing Strokes 
only, then have given the ſame Letter and governing Strokes only with the Addition of ſome {maller, to till up the Letter, 
which ſhews the ſeveral Gradations and Steps in Sprigging a German Text Capital Leiter. 


and Deſigns in the moſt 


g Strokes, and in as much as they govern the reſt, ought to be ſomething thicker and ſtronger than the after 


II. To Compoſe Knots and Flouriſhes, and ſo conclude this Head with Obſervations on Ornament. 


Procure a good Pencil of Black-Lead, that is firm and without Droſs, and Paper big enough for the Deſgu; double the 
Paper as near as may be in Quarters, which if doubled true, will make the Creaſes in right Angles ; then * in any one 
of the Quarters of the Paper, what Strokes or Knots are the Product of your Fancy, obſerving here what was ſaid in ſprig- 
ging of Letters, vix. That the Strokes are ſo diſpoſed, as nearly to make one and the ſame Whites and Diſtances between 
them, which is the eaſer done, becauſe it admits of rubbing out, (with a bit of Bread) putting in, and making ſuch 
Alterations in the Deſign or Stroke as are neceſſary, then double the Paper as at firſt, rubbing it hard on the back of the 
Strokes or Knot, with the handle of a Penknife, or any ſuch ſmooth Thi 
on the clean Quarter, and give in all parts the ſame Knot or Flourith firſt deſigned ; then go over every Stroke of both the 

Knots with the Pencil, and double it again, which will reverſe thoſe on the other half, and the whole Sheet is done, as ma 
be ſeen by the Cherubim's Head in the four Corners of Plate 203 aftet this manner are perform'd Cyphers, Knots or ſuc 
Deſigns, whoſe ſeveral Sides and Angles anſwer one to another. | 


Ornament | conſiſts of Two Parts. | 
I. The Compoſing of Pencil'd Knots, K notted Figures, Sprigg'd Letters, Flouriſhes, &cc. 

And as this is the Product of 'a Sorighr 88 Q Fete, 18 f | ; 
chat peculiar Genius from hence it proceeds ; ſuch who have 4 dull Fancy, and little or no inventive Genius, that condemn eve- 
ry thing that's dtawn with a Pen or Peil, though otcaftonally:they have taken the Liberty, either more or lefs, to uſe it them- 
delves, as ap rs (if they were all of their own doing) byithe Books they have hitherto publiſhed : And though it is not of fuch 
aümmediate ile in Trade and Buſineſi, get it is nor only uſefuſ but in ſome Caſes, and at ſome times abſolutely neceſſary, as in 


2000 TEST —_— 


ly Fancy, and a ſound judgment, fo it has been exploded by none but ſuch as want 


ng, and the Penciling if it be good, will come off 


3 


= 


on Houſes, EPITAPHS on 


This indeed looks like a home Thruſt, (admitting it were Truth) but from one ſo blinde 


gradually by ſeveral Pieces of leſs Dimenſions to the Size of tne Set Secretary: And for their further Aſliſtance 1 mall endeayour 


Vid. Pen 


Text. 
cvurt, except as before exce 


drawing ſeveral Compartments, deſigning of Knots and Letters, inventing of Cyphers, and _— great Writing (bey 
the Reach of the Pen and Fingers at once to perform) as is required in the COMMANDMENTS in Churches, INSCR1ÞT1G) 
ombs, &c, And notwithſtanding the Noiſe that has been made of late about S, of 144 
it has not only been uſed by the greateſt M AST ERS of our own as well as Foreign Nations, but is now in Ute in the Squart a 
German Text Hands ; the latter indeed is ſeldom or never made uſe of, but by Way of Ornament or Curioſity ; but the tormer 
this time, is a HAND of abſolute Uſe for Buſineſs in the Law : But it ſeems that which makes the Fraud intolerable, is to ſee yi 
wary Youths betray'd into the Imitation of theſe Trifles, and the Authors of em boaſting the Succeſs of their Manageny 
deed a NOT k by Paſlion and ill Nature, it j; 

Wonder if it take a quite different Turn from what was deſigned. For a Curious Piece of Ornament judiciouſly performed. 
very taking to Youth, and apt to ſtrike their Fancy moſt agreeably : So that what the Divine HERBERT ſays of POETk 
may be well applied to Knots and Flouriſhes g. by changing three Words, which I have put in different Characters, 

AKNOT may take him, whom a LETTER flies, 

And turn Delight into an EXERCISE, 

The Truth of which I have experienced in many a Youth, who has been ſo taken with a Piece of Ornament compoſed of Strobl 
looſely twirling and playing one croſs another, with all imaginable Variety and Wantonneſs, and as it were in the moſt harmon 
ous manner, (there being a certain Agreement and Concord in Strokes, as well as in Sounds and Numbers) that they have beef 

t on a continual Eflay or Endeavour to do the like, till by their repeated Practice they have got ſuch a Steadinels of Hand an 

ommand of the Pen, as has enabled them to write well and ſo have been inſenſibly betray'd or drawn in to the Love of Writing. An 
therefore I think it Impertinent to caution Youth to beware of ſuch Copy-Books as have Ornament, but what I would caution the: 
to beware of, is, that they ſpend not too much time about it, ſo as to neglect the Study and Practice of Writing it felt, which 1s tl 
moſt Solid, moſt Uſeful,and ſubſtantial Part. So that the other ought rather to be uſed by the bye as a Divertion, than as a Buline! 


II. The performing of Letters, Flowriſhes, Figures, &c. (exact Ideas of them being fix'd in the Mind,) by a Swinging, Sprightly 
Motion of the whole Hand. 3 

Thence, (as I take it,) particularly call'd Command of Hand, becauſe perform'd without the leaſt Agitation of the Finger 
or reſting upon the Hand or Arm; and cis generally call'd Striking, the better ro diſtinguiſh it from the Command of Han 
that is perform'd by a Sure, Steady and Dextrous Motion of the Fingers, the Hand at the ſame time reſting on the End of th 
Little- finger as on its Centre. And as this is that, (meaning Writing ſeparate from Ornament) which every Judicions Ma 
will allow ought to be the chief Aim in Books of what kind ſoever; ſo I am perſuaded, that even ſome of our late Authoy 
whoſe Copy-Books have g' Letrers, Pencil'd Flouriſhes, and ſuch abundance of Striking in 'em, could not but know that . 
chants and Clerks are as far from admitting ſuch Ornament into their Books, as Owls, Apes, Monſters, & c. Not that it thereby a 
pears to me, that ſuch Authors have acted contrary to the little Knowledge they have, in hopes, by amuſing the Ignorant, to gat 
the Reputation of Malters ; nor does it thereby appear, that they are Perſons wanting Merit, driven to mean Shifts, or Berra) 
ers of Youth, c. Neither has it occaſion'd any Lover of |!7iting, ro importune me to do ſomething that might caution Youtt 
to beware of ſuch Copy- Books, tho” I would defire ſuch Authors, and every body clic, to forbear ad vancing for the future, an 
thing that they themielves know to be ridiculous, 8 ; | 

And as Ornament with reſpect to the Hand, is perform'd two Ways; ſo likewiſe is Srthing with reſpect to the Pin, viz, Th 
French and the Dutch. 

The French Way is perform'd with the Scope or Hollow Part of the pen turn'd towards the End of the Middle-finger, and is 
it were naturally Light, Airy and Genrteel ; therefore the moſt beautiful for Fignres, Flourrſhes, & c. as well as the moſt agreeabl 
in Letters for the Italiant, and running Round-Hands, An Alphabet of which may be ſeen in Plate 8. 

The Dutch Way 15 perform'd with the Scope of the Pen held towards the Ball or Hollow of the Hand, and is molt prope 
in Letters, eſpecially for the Large Rownd-Hand, becauſe the Fulls fall alike, the Pen being held in the ſame manner as in Writing 
only the Nib a little elevated. An Alphabet of which may be found in Plate 7. 


The Fourth Part foz ſuch as are defigned foz the Law. 


The which contains various Sizes of the Engroſſing and Square Text Hands; Examples of the Exemplifying of the Set an 
Running Court Hands, with ſeveral Cont ractions therein, in near One Hundred Inſtances. In Plate 25 they may find the Alphabet 
of the Engroffng writ as they reſemble and have a Likeneſs to each other, whereby may be ſeen what Letters are the molt Funda 
mental, and conſequently moſt proper to begin with; they are writ larger than any I know yet publiſh'd, whereby may be dif 
cern'd the Truth of the Character and the moſt minute Turn of Stroke, for by ſeveral Perpendicular Lines peck'd, may be ſee 
how the ſeveral Parts of the Letter ould anſwer one to another, and in the Plate following you may find that large Stze reduc', 


to ſhew, vix. 
I. The proper PEN for each HAND. 


Firfl, For the Rownd-Hand and Round Text-Hands, the Pen muſt be nibbed Even and Square, and the Slit ſo long, yet the Point 
ſo ſtrong as on the leaſt Preſſure the Stroke may Enlarge and Diſplay or return to its ſelf. For the Rownd Text you may propor: 
tion the Length of the Slit and Breadth of the Nib to the Size you intend to write. Vid. Pen 4. The French indeed make the 
right tide of the Nib ſomewhat the ſhorter, but as we have alter'd and improv'd the Hand, that Pen is not proper for it. 

Secondly, The Italian Hand, requires a longer ou . are rg Nib, but the ſame Point as the Round-Hand, 

N. B. The ſtrong Rownd-Hand Pen belt performs the Italian Text. : / : 

Thirdly, For «ay can or Mixt Secretary, 22 the Round Hand Pen, excepting that the Left Side of the Nib, be rather the horter, 

kt | ally if Stub» 

Fowurthly, For the Ser Secretary, and the [ngroſſing-Hand, the Slit not ſo long as for the Round. Han, (eſpecially if you write on Stub 
born Paper and Parchment,) the Left Side of the Nib the ſhorteſt, and the End of the Nib ſomewhat broader than you intend 
the Minum Strokes. Vid. Pen 6. 

+ The ſame ben uſe in the 2 and ns we 4-40-23 -ay 
ight Side Cheek be but half the Breadth of the Left. : ; ; ; ; 
”) aby, For the Square and German-Text make the Right Side of the Nib the ſhorteſt, the Slit not ſo long as to ſpring open with- 
out ſome Preſſure ; the End of the Nib a very ſmall matter broader than the Stemn Strokes. Lid. Pen 2, or g. 3 
* *Stxrbly; For the large Exemplifying court, the Nib of the Pen muſt be faſhion'd in a perfect Contrariety to that of the Squat 
he Left Side of the Nib being the ſhorteſt, bur in all other reſpects the ſame. The Ser-Chagcery the fame with tit 


d. Vid. Pen 3. | | | 
3 of Hand, is the ſame with that Round Text; and for the Engliſh Command the fame with 
2 | II. Th 


The Chancery requires the ſame Pen with the Court, excepting that the 


W. B. The Pen for-Durch 
the I Alan. 
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II. The proper Manner of uſing the PEN for the frong HANDS. 


heſe Hands conſiſting of Firm and Large Body-Strokes, it is requiſite for you not to hold the Pen too far from your Fingers, BOORKS P wbliſh'd and Sold by the Author and Print-Sellers. 
bomething more npright than in the Light Hands ; fince it will give you more Command, 1 in thoſe Strokes you make 


' 5 N lie'd ro do. In Wri- An Alphabet Book in all the Hands, with great Variety of Capital and Small ; ice 2 5. 
heb] 4 nat Moon Dogon wr Pa 2 hag od * Nib, SS Hike will have A Book of Divine, Moral and Hiſtorical Sentences, In Proſe and Verſe, defiond for 233338 and Inſtruction of human 
llneſs near to that of the Breadth of the Nib of the Pen you write with: And if the Pen is made well, and held Right, the 9 Fn" ae ne. oe _ eee of Foun in good Senſe and correct Engliſh. Proper for the Uſe of Writing-Schools, - 
- Strokes will have near the ſame Thickneſs with the fore Stroke, which is no ſmall Beauty Oy mo FW care A Striking Book Entitle 4 2 3 * w/c wer Price : 2 . ; 3 

ore, not only to ſet the Nib right on the Paper at the firſt; but when you move it from the fore to the back Stroke, ſee it 15 ay 2 „Fenn 3 having great Variety of Capitals, Plain and Flouriſh'd. Done after the French and 

= he ſame Poſition, otherwiſe ſome Strokes will not only want of equal "Thickneſs, but be _ and Wn e "The er Pant ef aha OE ed K pl 
rn the en 5 Sine? ee a> l, held: eng ge 3 2 dren 2 _ rr ee ans ſuch And ſhortly will be Publiſh'd, a Treatiſe of makes Book banning in al — with great Variety of Practical and uſefi aw 
rad SR ph ood Bond ws, nt Phe 85 f 5 f | Inſtances in the Waſte-Book, Journal, and Leidger Entries; the whole being in a neat * Ria : OT 


- 


and_-Eiemneſs of Points, a5 cannot be made any otherwiſe, than by the natural Motion and. breaking of of the Pen. 
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